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ATHENS FOR RTDO 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A DECLASSIFY UPON RECEIPT 
TAGS: BEXP, ETRD, SY, US 

SUBJECT: INDEPENDENT ACTION BY LOCAL BUSINESSMAN, MICHAEL ZAZA, 
KEEP PEPSI-COLA OFF BOYCOTT LIST 

REF: DAMASCUS 2071 

1 . MR. MICHAEL ZAZA, AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, ACTIVE IN SYRIAN 
BUSINESS, APPROACHED EMBASSY WITH COPY OF A DECREE ISSUED 
BY THE SYRIAN MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FOREIGN TRADE, STATING 
THAT ALL BOYCOTT ACTION REGARDING QTE PEPSICO UNQTE HAD 
CEASED, AND THAT QUESTIONS ADDRESSED TO PEPSICO HAD BEEN 
ANSWEREED SATISFACTORILY. MR. ZAZA TOLD EMBASSY THAT THE 
IDEA CAME TO HIM FROM SOME POWERFUL SARG OFFICIALS WHO 
OFFERED TO SUPPORT HIM IN HIS ATTEMPT FOR SOME RETURN. 
CONSEQUENTLY, HE TOOK UNEXPECTED ACTION LOCALLY. MR. ZAZA 
WROTE PEPSICO, INC. ON 3/14/78 OFFERING HIS SERVICES, BUT 
RECEIVED NO REPLY. ZAZA SAID THAT HE FILED AN APPLICATION 
WITH THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES TO REMOVE PEPSICO, INC. 

FROM THE BOYCOTT LIST. IT WAS REFERRED TO A SYRIAN COURT 
WHICH RULED PROMPTLY THAT THE COMPANY IS NO LONGER BOYCOTTED, 
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AND THAT SYRIANS CAN DEAL WITH IT. THIS DECISION WAS 
PASSED TO THE SYRIAN MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FOREIGN TRADE 
AND THE DECREE MENTIONED ABOVE WAS ISSUED. MR. ZAZA REQUEST 
EMBASSY CONVEY THIS INFORMATION TO PEPSICO, INC. TO 
BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN MR. ZAZA IS EVALUATED 
FOR FUTUREHCUSINESS OPERATIONS IN SYRIA. 
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2. EMBASSY HAS NO MEANS OF EVALUATING ACCURACY THIS 
INFORMATION. HOWEVER, MR. ZAZA IS RESPECTABLE LOCAL 
BUSINESSMAN AND EMBASSY BELIEVES ITSELF OBLIGATED TO 
ASK ADDRESSES PASS THIS INFO ON TO PEPSI-COLA OFFICES 
IN THEIR JURISDICTION. 

MURPHY 
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